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The text is for questions 1 to 6.
	The Bridge of Whispers
In a land divided by a wide, fast-flowing river, two villages lived separately. The people of the North Village were known for their loud laughter and bright clothes, while the South Village people were quiet and wore simple, dark colours. They rarely spoke to each other, and no one crossed the river. A very old, broken bridge, called the Bridge of Whispers, stood half-built in the middle, a reminder of a time long ago when the villages were one. People said the bridge was cursed.
One year, a strange illness came to the North Village. Many people became weak, and the village healer did not know how to help them. The only cure, an old story said, was a rare herb that grew only on the highest peaks near the South Village. The people of the North Village were worried. They knew they needed help, but they were afraid to ask the quiet people across the river. They felt helpless and sad.
A young man from the North Village named Kael, whose sister was very ill, decided he had to try. He knew the stories of the silent South Village, but he also knew his sister needed help. He took a small boat and paddled towards the broken bridge. He saw a young woman from the South Village, named Lyra, standing on her side of the bridge, looking worried. Her village was also suffering from a different problem: their crops were dying.
Kael called out to Lyra, his voice shaking. He told her about the illness and the need for the herb. Lyra, though shy, listened carefully. She knew about the herb and also about a special way to make crops grow, a secret of her village. She saw Kael's worry and understood. Together, they realized that their villages could help each other. They decided to work on the broken bridge, stone by stone, to bring their people together.
It took many days, but Kael and Lyra, with help from a few brave villagers from both sides, slowly fixed the Bridge of Whispers. As they worked, they talked, shared stories, and learned about each other's lives. When the bridge was finally complete, people from both villages met in the middle. They shared their knowledge, the herb for the illness, and the farming secret for the crops. The bridge became a symbol of friendship, and the whispers it carried were no longer of fear, but of hope and shared laughter.
Adapted from https://www.goodreads.com



1. What was the only cure for the illness in the North Village? 
A. A rare herb from the South Village peaks. 
B. A special kind of water from the river. 
C. A secret recipe from the village healer.
D. A magical chant from the old stories. 
E. A delicious soup made with local spices.

2. Based on the text, what information can we get about the villages?
Choose True or False for each statement!
	Statements
	True
	False

	I. 	The North Village people wore bright clothes. 
	
	

	II. 	The South Village people were very talkative. 
	
	

	III. 	The South Village had many colourful houses.
	
	


3. What is the closest meaning of the word "cursed" as used in the first paragraph? 
A. Highly praised. 
B. Extremely fortunate. 
C. Believed to be unlucky. 
D. Always very helpful. 
E. Often very exciting.

4. Compared to the people of the South Village, the people of the North Village were generally more: 
A. Quiet and very reserved. 
B. Humble and very modest. 
C. Lively and very expressive. 
D. Secretive and very private. 
E. Careful and very watchful.

5. What is the main lesson we can learn from this story? 
A. It is always better to stay separated. 
B. Old bridges are often very dangerous. 
C. Rare herbs grow only on high mountains. 
D. Helping others can build strong bonds. 
E. Loud laughter is always the best cure.

6. What is the main idea of the fourth paragraph? 
A. Kael felt very afraid to cross the river. 
B. Lyra was shy but listened carefully to Kael. 
C. Both villages had different kinds of problems. 
D. The broken bridge needed to be rebuilt quickly.
E. Kael and Lyra realized they could help each other. 


The text is for questions 7 to 12.
	The Acropolis: Athens, Greece
The Acropolis in Athens, Greece, is a famous place with old buildings. (2) It shows the smart ideas and great art of ancient Greece. (3) Around 450 BC, after winning a big war, Athens became very strong. (4) Important artists and builders, led by a man named Pericles and a sculptor named Pheidias, built amazing structures on this rocky hill. (5) These include the Parthenon, the Erechtheion, the Propylaea (a grand gate), and the small temple of Athena Nike. (6) These buildings are special examples of old Greek thought and art.
The Acropolis in Athens is a very old and important place. It sits on a hill that is about 156 meters high. The area on top is quite flat, about 170 by 350 meters. Strong walls have been around the top for over 3,300 years. A long time ago, around 1300 BC, a wall was built to protect a king's home. Later, people started to worship the goddess Athena there. In the 5th century BC, after a war, Athenians built many famous structures like the Parthenon, the Erechtheion, and the Propylaea. Smart builders and artists made these monuments. Important ideas like Democracy and Philosophy came from this hill. The buildings have lasted for nearly 2,500 years, through many tough times like wars and fires. They still show the great history and art of ancient Greece.
Many stories about the city came from this holy place. People worshiped the goddess Athena there in different ways. Before the famous Greek buildings, the Acropolis was a fortified home for kings around 1600 BC. The structures there now are special and show the best of ancient Greek building. The Acropolis is tied to important historical ideas and people, like Democracy and great thinkers such as Socrates and Plato. The Acropolis has also inspired many buildings around the world, showing us a lot about the old Greek. 
Adapted from https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/404/



7. Which sentence in the first paragraph does not fit with the main idea of describing the Acropolis and its importance? 
A. Sentence 2.
B. Sentence 3.
C. Sentence 4.
D. Sentence 5.
E. Sentence 6.
8. What specific details are mentioned about the Acropolis's size and features? 
There is more than one correct answer. Choose every correct answer!
A. It has a flat top about 170 by 350 meters. 
B. It has been protected by strong walls for over 3,300 years. 
C. It is about 156 meters high. 
D. A king's home was built around 1300 BC. 
E. It inspired many buildings around the world.

9. What information can we get about the Acropolis?
Choose True or False for each statement!
	Statements
	True
	False

	I. The buildings were destroyed by a single fire. 

	
	

	II. The goddess Athena was never worshipped there. 

	
	

	III. The idea of Democracy came from this hill. 

	
	



10. Which of the following topics will the next paragraph most likely discuss? 
A. The daily lives of average people in ancient Athens. 
B. The specific types of food eaten by Greek philosophers. 
C. The complete history of all wars fought on the Acropolis. 
D. The various architectural styles found in modern buildings.
E. How the Acropolis continues to influence new structures.  

11. Which option best describes the main points discussed in the entire text? 
A. The Acropolis's art, the lives of kings, and its destruction. 
B. The Acropolis's location, its original use, and its rebuild.
C. The Acropolis's importance, its key structures, and its historical impact.
D. The Acropolis's architects, its religious rituals, and its later rediscovery. 
E. The Acropolis's age, its famous visitors, and its current condition.

12. Based on the text, what can you infer about the Acropolis's resilience? 
A. It was easily damaged by natural disasters. 
B. It has survived many difficult challenges over time. 
C. It was completely rebuilt several times. 
D. Its original purpose was quickly forgotten. 
E. It has never faced any threats or dangers.

















The text is for questions 13 to 18.
	Even though I had visited Greece many times, the Mediterranean Humanities program was truly surprising. As someone from Cyprus, I often stop in Athens and the Greek islands before going home for the summer. This journey felt like home, but the program still went beyond what I expected.
I had already visited famous places like the Parthenon, swum in the clear blue sea, enjoyed many gyros, and explored the streets of Monastiraki since I was a child. So, nothing about the places themselves was new to me.
However, as a first-year student who had never studied abroad, the idea of joining felt scary until I actually arrived. I almost decided not to go because I wasn't sure what the program would be like. Looking back, I now realize how much I would have missed. I can't imagine not having those experiences, as they truly changed how I see new chances. It was the start of a summer where I decided to say "yes" to everything, especially things that seemed a bit frightening.
From the moment I left Athens Airport and felt the warm air, finding my way to our home in Exarchia, I was filled with great excitement. This feeling stayed with me until the very end of the trip. I believe this was due to many things. It could be the strong friendships that began that week, which are still strong today, even after late-night gyro trips and card games on our balcony. It might also be the many museums and tours that satisfied my curiosity about Athens, both old and new. Our wonderful Professors Zanou and Kakkoufa guided us with a real wish to make our time memorable. Most importantly, we all wanted to be there. This meant that learning activities, which some might call "boring," felt very interesting and fun, just like the pottery and acting classes we enjoyed.
Being with people who were keen to learn and experience the culture was inspiring. Even I, who already knew the culture well, found a new and deeper appreciation for it. My main study is Creative Writing, but after this program, I am now thinking about adding a minor in Mediterranean Studies. 
I love to travel, it’s a big joy in my life, and this program was a very safe way to do it. We had freedom to explore on our own, but we also had an amazing group of friends and professors there to support us. 
Modified from https://global.undergrad.columbia.edu/content



13. What is the main purpose of this text? 
A. To describe the writer's past trips to Greece.
B. To advertise a Mediterranean study program. 
C. To share a personal experience about a study trip. 
D. To explain why the writer loves Greek food. 
E. To compare two different travel experiences.

14. Which words best describe the writer's character? 
There is more than one correct answer. Choose every correct answer!
A. Curious 
B. Open-minded. 
C. Hesitant. 
D. Critical. 
E. Timid.

15. What information can we get about the writer's experience?
Choose True or False for each statement!
	Statements
	True
	False

	I. The writer initially felt scared about joining the program.

	
	

	II. The writer had never visited Athens before this trip. 

	
	

	III. The program changed the writer's view on new opportunities.

	
	






16. How is this text mainly organized? 
A. It compares and contrasts two different trips. 
B. It presents a problem and then offers solutions. 
C. It lists facts about a specific academic program. 
D. It persuades readers to join a travel program.
E. It describes events in the order they happened. 

17. What is the writer's attitude towards the Mediterranean Humanities program? 
A. Critical and unimpressed by the experience. 
B. Indifferent and unaffected by the journey. 
C. Enthusiastic and deeply appreciative of it. 
D. Annoyed and wishing for a different trip. 
E. Skeptical and unsure of its overall value.

18. How might a reader feel after reading this text? 
A. Disappointed by the lack of exciting details. 
B. Inspired to try new and challenging experiences. 
C. Confused about the program's actual activities. 
D. Bored by the repetitive descriptions of places. 
E. Worried about the safety of studying abroad.


The text is for questions 19 to 23.
	Simple Steps to Start Exercising
Getting started with exercise can feel overwhelming, but it doesn't have to be. This guide offers simple, practical steps to incorporate more physical activity into your daily routine, focusing on small changes that lead to significant improvements in your overall health and fitness.
1) Walk More Often. Walking is the easiest way to get active every day. Try walking to work by getting off the bus or train one or two stops early. Do the same thing on your way home. When it's time for lunch, walk to your favourite restaurant instead of driving or taking the bus.
2) Avoid Sitting Still for Too Long. If you have a job where you sit a lot, stand up and walk around for five minutes every hour. If you can't walk, do some easy exercises at your desk, like moving your legs up and down. You can even lift water bottles to make your arms stronger. It's easy to exercise even at work!
3) Get Out and About. On the weekend, don't just sit and watch TV. Go for a walk in a park or even go window shopping at a mall. These activities add up and help you move your body. You can also use a fitness app on your phone to track your steps and goals.
4) Take the Stairs. Instead of using elevators or escalators, choose the stairs. When you are at the train station or your office, take the stairs. These small actions help you burn more energy and get fitter over time.
5) Exercise with Others. If it's hard to exercise alone, ask your family or friends to join you. Having company can help you stay motivated to keep moving. You can also join a gym if there's one nearby. Working out with friends or a trainer can help you stay on track and use all your muscles.
By incorporating these simple strategies into your daily life, you'll gradually build a more active lifestyle. Remember, every small step counts, and consistency is key to making exercise a sustainable and enjoyable part of your routine.
Adapted from https://www.healthhub.sg/live-healthy/exercise-its-easier-than-you-think



19. Why did the writer include the last sentence: "Remember, every small step counts, and consistency is key to making exercise a sustainable and enjoyable part of your routine."? 
A. To summarize the main ideas presented in the guide. 
B. To introduce a new idea about advanced exercises. 
C. To encourage readers to start exercising gradually. 
D. To warn readers about the dangers of over-exercising. 
E. To explain why some people fail at their fitness goals.





20. What are likely effects of following the advice in this guide? 
There is more than one correct answer. Choose every correct answer!
A. You will become a professional athlete quickly. 
B. Your overall health and fitness will get better. 
C. You will gain more energy over a period of time. 
D. You will need to buy expensive exercise equipment. 
E. You will be able to stop working at your desk job.

21. What is the relationship between the "Walk More Often" and the "Take the Stairs" steps? 
A. They are unrelated activities that offer no benefit. 
B. They are advanced exercises for very fit people. 
C. They are all easy ways to add more movement daily. 
D. They are only for people who have a lot of free time. 
E. They are complex routines that require special training.

22. Which phrases have a similar meaning to "incorporate more physical activity"? 
There is more than one correct answer. Choose every correct answer!
A. To begin a new diet plan. 
B. To include exercise regularly. 
C. To stop all physical movement. 
D. To avoid strenuous sports completely.
E. To add movement to your daily life. 

23. What information can we get from the following infographic about a direct benefit of walking for thirty minutes daily?
[image: A poster with text and icons

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Choose True or False for each statement!
	Statements
	True
	False

	I. It can lower the chances of getting some serious diseases. 

	
	

	II. It helps to improve the overall quality of your sleep. 

	
	

	III. It greatly increases your ability to remember new things. 

	
	







The text is for question 24.
	Lake Michigan beaches possess a variety of highly sought-after coral fossils. In the scientific world, horn corals are known as rugosa, but collectors renamed the coral to reflect its appearance better. These corals have a unique horn-shaped chamber with a wrinkled wall. These extinct creatures were micro-carnivores because they feasted on tiny prey. The corals ranged in size from smaller than an inch to three feet in length. Paleontologists use horn corals as index fossils to help determine the age of rock strata.
“They look like cornucopias. You can find them quite easily,” Peter Rose, a geologist, said. “For a good portion of the Paleozoic Era, Michigan was covered by shallow seas. There are thick sequences of limestone. A lot of them are fossiliferous beneath the Lower Peninsula of Michigan and part of the Eastern Upper Peninsula.”
Adapted from https://www.rockngem.com/8-rocks-lake-michigan-beaches



24. What is the best summary of this text? 
A. Lake Michigan is famous for its beautiful beaches. 
B. Horn corals are unique fossils found in Michigan. 
C. Geologists study old rocks to find different fossils. 
D. Peter Rose is an expert on the history of Michigan. 
E. Tiny sea creatures used to live in shallow seas.


The text is for questions 25 to 30.
	The New York Times and the Question of Genocidal Journalism
The New York Times is engaging in “genocidal journalism”. This stems from its publication of articles that appear to downplay or deny claims of genocide in Gaza. Specifically, an opinion piece by Bret Stephens titled “No, Israel Is Not Committing Genocide in Gaza”. This article has been seen by many as attempting to dismiss the findings of various international bodies, such as United Nations organizations and Amnesty International, which have indicated that Israel may indeed be committing acts that align with the definition of genocide. 
Stephens’ argument in The New York Times piece relies on questioning why the death toll in Gaza is not higher if a genocide is truly occurring. He asks why there aren't “hundreds of thousands of deaths” instead of the reported tens of thousands. This line of reasoning is problematic because it implies that a certain number of deaths must be reached for an act to be considered genocide. Critics point out that even a significant loss of life, such as the reported 60,000 Palestinian deaths (including over 17,400 children as of November 2024), should be taken seriously. Furthermore, some studies, like one published in The Lancet, have suggested that the true death toll could be much higher, potentially exceeding 186,000, which would contradict Stephens’ premise.
Beyond the direct casualties from bombings, the concept of genocide also includes other actions, such as forced starvation. Reports of Palestinians starving to death, including children, and the targeting of individuals trying to obtain food from humanitarian aid operations, further support this argument. Even if the actions are labelled as “bungled humanitarian schemes” or “trigger-happy soldiers” by some, the cumulative effect of these actions, particularly when a population of two million is being affected, raises serious questions about the intent behind such policies.
Ultimately, the criticism levelled against The New York Times and particular columnists like Bret Stephens is that their reporting and commentary serve to normalize or minimize actions that many international bodies and human rights organizations classify as genocidal. This approach, it is argued, not only disregards the suffering of the affected population but also contributes to a narrative that supports ongoing policies. 
[bookmark: _Hlk204331127]Adapted from https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2025/7/23/



25. What pieces of information mentioned as supporting the idea of "genocidal journalism"? 
There is more than one correct answer. Choose every correct answer!
A. Bret Stephens' articles are often very long. 
B. International groups have suggested genocide. 
C. The high number of reported deaths in Gaza. 
D. The New York Times is a very popular newspaper. 
E. The author of the text dislikes Bret Stephens.



26. How does Bret Stephens' view of the Gaza situation compare with the views of international bodies? 
A. Stephens agrees with all the international findings. 
B. Stephens says international bodies are always incorrect. 
C. Stephens thinks the international bodies are biased. 
D. Stephens believes the death toll is not high enough for genocide. 
E. Stephens has not read any of the international reports.

27. What is a synonym for the phrase "downplay or deny claims"? 
A. To support and believe statements. 
B. To agree with all the accusations. 
C. To spread and share all information. 
D. To investigate and confirm the findings.
E. To make less important or reject ideas. 

28. What if The New York Times stopped publishing articles that dismiss genocide claims?
Choose Likely or Unlikely for each statement!
	Statements
	Likely
	Unlikely

	I. More people would believe there is no conflict. 

	
	

	II. The discussion about the situation might change. 

	
	

	III. The New York Times would be acknowledged as the best world news media.

	
	



29. What can the writer conclude about the Bret Stephens’ opinion in The New York Times?
Choose True or False for each statement!
	Statements
	True
	False

	I. The article is fair and balanced journalism. 

	
	

	II. He is trying to find solutions for the conflict. 

	
	

	III. He provided very detailed statistical analysis. 

	
	



30. Who find(s) this text useful?
Choose True or False for each statement!
	Statements
	True
	False

	I. Journalists working for The New York Times. 

	
	

	II. Palestinians whose family are dying of starvation.

	
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk204779572]III. People interested in international news.  
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